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The Hyman S. & Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival is September 14–24

NOTE 
TO EDITORS: To arrange an interview with the authors, books to review or images to publish, contact Janice Kaplan at (202) 277-5461 or janicelkaplan@aol.com.
An opening performance focused on humor in Jewish literature, author events with French intellectual and pre-eminent journalist Bernard-Henri Lévy, acclaimed novelists Darin Strauss and Adam Langer, philanthropist Edgar M. Bronfman and a closing program with President Emeritus of The George Washington University Stephen Joel Trachtenberg are among the highlights of this year’s Hyman S. & Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival, now celebrating its tenth anniversary. An annual event of the Washington DCJCC’s Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts, the Festival takes place from September 14 to 24. 


“The Hyman S. & Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival brings books to life each autumn by featuring the writers and personalities behind the pen,” said Lili Kalish Gersch, Washington DCJCC’s Director of Literary, Music and Dance Programs. “It offers our nation’s capital a unique glimpse at the year’s best in American and international Jewish letters, recognizing both emerging and well-established writers.”

This year's Festival presents a dynamic and diverse line-up of authors who will tell the stories behind their stories, read from their work, lead engaging discussions and sign copies of their books.
Highlights

Participants include:
· Edgar M. Bronfman, who outlines a new agenda for the Jewish community.
· Bernard-Henri Lévy, who examines the totalitarianisms of the past and argues for a new political and moral vision.
·  Elisa Albert, who captivates readers with a darkly comic tale of a life wasted and a future denied.
· Poet Janet Kirchheimer, a daughter of Holocaust survivors, who creates a new way to remember the past.
· Jacques Berlinerblau, who discusses the role the Bible has played in public policy with an eye toward the upcoming presidential election. 

· Film director Stelios Charalampopoulos, who looks at the complicated personal history of Israeli author Amos Oz.
· Journalist Ariel Sabar, who explores his father’s storied childhood in Jewish Kurdistan.
· Cookbook writer Ronnie Fein, who infuses Jewish traditions with a modern flair, reinvisioning the future of kosher cuisine.

· Masha Gessen, who investigates how our genetic inheritance impacts who we—and who our children—will become.
· Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who draws on his decades of experience in academia to offer thoughts on the future of higher education. 
Open to the public, the Festival offers both free and paid events. Tickets are currently on sale; advance tickets are strongly recommended. For tickets to paid events, call Box Office Tickets at (800) 494-TIXS or visit washingtondcjcc.org/litfest. All activities will be held at the Washington DCJCC (1529 16th Street NW) unless otherwise noted.
Programs

Below is a complete listing of programs taking place during The Hyman S. & Freda Bernstein Jewish Literary Festival. 

Opening Night: Sunday, September 14 at 8:00 pm
Laugh for God's Sake: Humor in Jewish Literature
Directed by Ian Armstrong

The Opening Night program is “Laugh for God's Sake: Humor in Jewish Literature,” directed by Ian Armstrong. The event features Michael Tolaydo, Joel Snyder, Susan Lynskey, Deb Gottesman and Brian Hemmingsen. Jewish humor holds a valuable key to understanding the Jewish historical experience and what is broadly defined as Jewish literature. Like the Jewish people itself, Jewish humor journeyed through many lands and languages before arriving on these shores and becoming part of our modern American experience. It permeates every aspect of our interpersonal relationships and uncovers timeless teachings and ethical questions that spare neither Jew nor non-Jew, reminding us all of our obligations to the larger community of man. And it makes us laugh. Excerpts from works by Shalom Auslander, Faye Moskowitz, Nathan Englander and others will be given dramatic interpretation by some of Washington DC's finest actors and Theater J luminaries. In conjunction with the event, a writing contest is being held. The deadline is September 1. Visit washingtondcjcc.org/litfest for contest guidelines. A reception follows the program. ($20, Discounted Member Price $15)

The Opening Night program is sponsored by Tamara and Harry Handelsman and presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Theater J. 

Monday, September 15 at 7:30 pm

Beth Kaplan

Finding the Jewish Shakespeare: The Life and Legacy of Jacob Gordin
The Bernard Wexler Lecture on Jewish History 2008 presents Beth Kaplan, author of

Finding the Jewish Shakespeare: The Life and Legacy of Jacob Gordin and features readings by Norman Seltzer and Barbara L. Rappaport. In this revelatory biography, Kaplan sets out to explore the true character and creative achievements of her great-grandfather Jacob Gordin, playwright extraordinaire and icon of the Yiddish stage. Shedding new light on Gordin and his world, Kaplan describes the commune Gordin founded and led in Russia, his meteoric rise among Jewish New York’s literati, the birth of such masterworks as Mirele Efros and The Jewish King Lear, and his feud with Abraham Cahan, powerful editor of The Jewish Daily Forward. Kaplan manages to recapture the Golden Age, the colorful actors of Yiddish Theater and the dynamic cultural life of Eastern European Jews on New York’s Lower East Side, where Gordin was revered. This is a dynamic glimpse into Jewish history that anyone can enjoy. Kaplan is a graduate of the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art and holds an MFA in Creative Writing from the University of British Columbia. An actress and writer, her essays have appeared in the Globe and Mail as well as other newspapers and magazines, and her work has been heard on CBC radio. She is the 1994 winner of the Canadian Jewish Playwriting Competition.  She teaches memoir and personal essay writing at Ryerson University, and also teaches at the University of Toronto.  A reception follows program. (The event is free.)
The Bernard Wexler Fund for Jewish History was established in 1996. This endowment fund supports an annual lecture that brings outstanding speakers, scholarly research and contemporary issues to the forefront of learning at the 16th Street J. Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Leo & Anna Smilow Center for Jewish Living and Learning.  
Monday, September 15 at 8:00 pm

Adam Langer

Ellington Boulevard

Adam Langer will read from Ellington Boulevard. Clarinetist Ike Morphy, his dog Herbie Mann and a pair of pigeons that roost on his air conditioner are about to be evicted from their apartment on West 106th Street, also known as Duke Ellington Boulevard. Ike has never had a lease, just a handshake agreement with the recently deceased landlord; and now that landlord’s son stands to make a killing on apartment 2B. Centering on the fate of one apartment before, during and after the height of New York’s real estate boom, Ellington Boulevard’s characters include the Tenant and His Dog; the Landlord, a former alcoholic and womanizer who has newly found Judaism and a wife half his age; the Broker, an out-of-work actor; and the Broker’s New Boyfriend, a second-rate actor who composes a musical about the sale of 2B. With equal parts humor and poignancy, Ellington Boulevard is an ode to the city. It’s the story of why people come to a city they can’t afford, take jobs they despise, sacrifice love, find love, and eventually become the people they never thought they’d be—for better and for worse. Langer is the author of Crossing California and its sequel The Washington Story, and earned his brokerage certification while writing Ellington Boulevard. Born in Chicago, he lives on Manhattan’s Duke Ellington Boulevard with his wife, daughter, dog and a pair of pigeons that roost on his air conditioner. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6) 
Co-sponsored by the PEN/Faulkner Foundation. 
Tuesday, September 16 at 10:00 am

Richard Michelson

A is for Abraham

Richard Michelson will read from A is for Abraham. The program is best for 2–5 year olds accompanied by their teachers, parents or caregivers. Join the 16th Street J’s Early Childhood Center for a morning of storytelling, creativity and fun all about A is for Abraham: A Jewish Family Alphabet.  Become immersed in the sing-song rhyming language as the author reads from his beautiful book.  Act out some of the stories in the book, create your own alphabet illustrations and join our Pre-K classes in asking Michelson about why and how he wrote this wonderful book for children. A is for Abraham: A Jewish Family Alphabet gives children the history of Jewish traditions and customs and explains how they are practiced today. This joyful celebration of family and heritage includes the meaning behind celebrations such as Hanukkah, Passover and Sukkot; important names and stories from the Old Testament; and how modern-day families continue to celebrate their heritage. This book is the newest contribution to a popular children’s series that also includes B is for Bookworm, D is for Drinking Gourd, and others. Michelson is an award-winning poet and children’s book author. His books for children have received a New Yorker Best Book Award, a Children’s Book Committee Book of the Year and a Jewish Book Council Book of the Month. The Detroit Jewish News cited Too Young for Yiddish as “one of the best Jewish children’s books published in recent memory, and one of the top 25 ever published.” Clemson University named Michelson as the Richard J. Calhoun Distinguished Reader in American Literature for 2008. (The event is free.) 

Support for this program is provided by the Muriel K. Skolnick “Children’s Hour” Endowment, established to enhance children’s programs at the 16th Street J through storytelling. Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Early Childhood Center and co-sponsored by The Jewish Primary Day School of the Nation’s Capital. 

Tuesday, September 16 at 7:30 pm

Edgar M. Bronfman with Wayne Firestone

Hope, Not Fear: A Path to Jewish Renaissance
Edgar M. Bronfman, author of Hope, Not Fear: A Path to Jewish Renaissance, will appear in conversation with Wayne Firestone. Through a reexamination of texts and interviews with many Jewish leaders, Bronfman outlines a new agenda for the Jewish community, one that ensures that Judaism grows and thrives in a more open society. Bronfman urges North American Jewry to build, rather than to fight, and to focus on the joy within Judaism. Hope, Not Fear asks the reader to help create a Jewish tradition that embraces the new as much as it delves into the old, that welcomes many different voices, and that attempts to make the world a better place. Bronfman is a philanthropist and the former president of the World Jewish Congress. He is the former chairman of MGM and the former Chief Executive Officer of Distillers Corporation-Seagrams Ltd. Bronfman has been instrumental in the growth of Taglit-Birthright Israel and Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life. He established The Bronfman Youth Fellowships in Israel and founded the website MyJewishLearning.com. Firestone is president of Hillel International. He joined Hillel in a professional capacity in 2002. In 2001-2002, he was director of the Israel Regional Office of the Anti-Defamation League. In November 2006, Firestone was named by The Jewish Daily Forward as one of the “Forward 50,” influencers who are making a difference in the way American Jews view the world and themselves. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).
Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Interfaith Connections and co-sponsored by Birthright Israel NEXT and Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life.
Wednesday, September 17 at 7:30 pm
Ilan Stavans
Resurrecting Hebrew
Ilan Stavans, author of Resurrecting Hebrew, will speak. In this new contribution to Nextbook/Schocken Press’s Jewish Encounters series, Stavans delves into the life of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda and the role of language in the building of a nation. He tells the fascinating tale of the man who brought Hebrew back to life. Ben-Yehuda turned his own home into a laboratory in order to raise his son as the world’s first modern Hebrew-speaking child. He did everything in his power to ensure that Hebrew became “a living language” in the synagogue, the school, and the home—thus connecting the holy to the everyday. The difficulties encountered by Ben-Yehuda throughout his life, from the distrust of the Orthodox to the problem of crafting a modern dictionary for an ancient tongue, create a conversation about the role language plays in Jewish life—both in Israel and across the world. Stavans is an award-winning author of two short story collections and fifteen works of nonfiction. His previous books include The Hispanic Condition, Tropical Synagogue and The One-Handed Pianist. He is the Lewis-Sebring Professor in Latin American and Latino Culture at Amherst College and lives in Amherst, Massachusetts. Presented by Nextbook DC. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6). 

Support provided by the Anne S. Reich Fine Arts Endowment in Memory of Daryl Reich Rubenstein, established to support educational events held in conjunction with art exhibitions in the Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery. Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Ann Loeb Bronfman Gallery Exhibit Hebraica Mirrors.  
Wednesday, September 17 at 8:00 pm

Roger Bennett

Camp Camp: Where Fantasy Island Meets Lord of the Flies
Roger Bennett, author of Camp Camp: Where Fantasy Island Meets Lord of the Flies. NOTE: this program will be held at Mocha Hut, 1301 U Street NW. Camp Camp takes us back to the one place on earth where appropriated Native American terminology, competitive sports, social hierarchy and libido-soaked nights lived in wholesome harmony. The book, the ultimate summer read, is a love letter to summer camp and the history of a generation, a chance to relive every Champion sweatshirt-wearing, accidental bed-wetting, sky-hook-wedgie-receiving, tie-dye-making golden moment via hundreds of photographs and stories straight from the source, including tales from AJ Jacobs, Rachel Sklar, Paul Feig, David Wain and Sloane Crosley. Bennett is also the author of Bar Mitzvah Disco, a collection that used thousands of bar and bat mitzvah photographs from across the nation to tell the generational story of those of us who came of age in the seventies and eighties, and one of the key contributors to theacademyoftherecentpast.com. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s EntryPointDC GesherCity and J on Demand. 

Thursday, September 18 at Noon

Elyse Schein and Paula Bernstein

Identical Strangers: A Memoir of Twins Separated and Reunited
Elyse Schein and Paula Bernstein, authors of Identical Strangers: A Memoir of Twins Separated and Reunited, will speak. Identical Strangers is the amazing story of two women coming to terms with the strange and unbelievable hand fate has dealt them—that, though each was adopted into separate families, they are identical twins. Their account broadens the confines of what “family” truly means, and offers insight into the effect that DNA has on our lives. Paula and Elyse write with emotional honesty about the intimacy they feel as twins, despite the fact that for much of their lives they were complete strangers. Interweaving eye-opening studies and statistics on twin science into their narrative, they offer an intelligent and heartfelt glimpse into human nature. Schein is a writer and filmmaker. Her short films I Steal Happiness and Private Dick have been shown at the Telluride Film Festival and at cinemas in Prague and San Francisco. She is a graduate of SUNY Stony Brook University and studied film at FAMU, Prague’s Film and TV School of the Academy of Performing Arts. She has previously worked as an English teacher, photographer and translator. Schein lives in Brooklyn. Bernstein is a freelance writer whose work has been published in The New York Times, New York, The Village Voice and Redbook, among other publications. Formerly a reporter at Variety and The Hollywood Reporter, Bernstein has also been a regular contributor to CNN. A graduate of Wellesley College, she has a master’s degree in cinema studies from New York University. Bring a vegetarian lunch or pre-order from the JCC Café at (202) 387-3246. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

Thursday, September 18 at 7:00 pm

Peter Manseau and Janet R. Kirchheimer

Songs for the Butcher’s Daughter and How to Spot One of Us: Poems
The Helen and Milton Covensky Fund presents Peter Manseau, author of Songs for the Butcher’s Daughter, and Janet R. Kirchheimer, author of How to Spot One of Us: Poems. A first novel and a collection of poetry attempt to bridge the chasms between the old world and the new, between the trauma of loss and the burdens of survival, by evoking voices long past, languages no longer spoken, and an appreciation for life’s continuing vividness. Songs for the Butcher’s Daughter tells the interwoven stories of nonagenarian Russian immigrant Itsik Malpesh, the last Yiddish poet in America, and a 21-year-old non-Jewish man who is translating Itsik's memoirs from their original Yiddish. The poet reached America as a young adult through his own luck and a taste for mischief—but mostly through the inspiration of Sasha, the brave butcher’s daughter who was present at his turbulent birth during the infamous Kishinev pogrom. The mythic Sasha continually inspires and confounds Itsik throughout his life, across continents and languages. How to Spot One of Us is a collection of over 80 poems inspired by the author’s family's tragedy in the Holocaust. Honoring their memory, she provides a moving tribute to the powers of faith and hope for the future. Through her she creates a new hard reality—reverential, but with no simple catharsis. Even in the face of true evil, she invites readers, with a fierce grace, to preserve their humanity and faith. Evoking images of the unimaginable while offering a legacy of love, Kirchheimer, the daughter of survivors, provides a new way to remember. Manseau is the author of Vows, one of Amazon.com's ten best memoirs of 2005, and coauthor of Killing the Buddha: A Heretic's Bible, one of Publishers Weekly's best books of 2004. Kirchheimer is a teaching fellow at CLAL: The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership. She teaches adults and teens about Judaism in a variety of locations using poetry and creative writing exercises. Her work has appeared in several publications in the U.S. and abroad. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

The Helen and Milton Covensky Fund helps the 16th Street J present a number of unique cultural programs throughout the year and supports a collection of quality Jewish children’s literature and videos housed in the 16th Street J’s library. Co-sponsored by The Generation After, Inc. 

Friday, September 19 at Noon

Jacques Berlinerblau

Thumpin’ It: The Use and Abuse of the Bible in Today’s Presidential Politics
Jacques Berlinerblau, author of Thumpin’ It: The Use and Abuse of the Bible in Today’s Presidential Politics, will speak. Thumpin’ It: The Use and Abuse of the Bible in Today’s Presidential Politics, looks at how the left, right and everyone in between have used and misused the Bible to advance their own political causes and careers. In this engaging book, Berlinerblau looks at the recent history of how Scripture has influenced public policy, including debates about the environment, abortion, stem cell research and foreign policy. Berlinerblau also pays close attention to how recent U.S. presidents have employed the Bible and examines how each of the major candidates in the 2008 presidential elections use—and often misuse—the Bible in their race to the White House. Berlinerblau is the director of the Program for Jewish Civilization at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, as well as the author of the blog “The God Vote,” which explores the role of religion in the 2008 election. He has published four previous books: Heresy in the University: The Black Athena Controversy, Responsibility of American Intellectuals and The Secular Bible: Why Nonbelievers Must Take Religion Seriously. Bring a vegetarian lunch or pre-order from the JCC Café at (202) 387-3246. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).
Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Dialogues & Public Affairs. Co-sponsored by the Program for Jewish Civilization at the Georgetown University Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. 

Saturday, September 20 at 8:00 pm

Bernard-Henri Lévy

Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against the New Barbarism
The Gerald L. Bernstein Memorial Lecture features Bernard-Henri Lévy, author of Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against the New Barbarism. NOTE: The event will take place at La Maison Française, Embassy of France, 4101 Reservoir Road NW. In Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against the New Barbarism, one of the world’s leading intellectuals revisits his political roots, scrutinizing the current atmosphere and arguing powerfully for a new political and moral vision. What is the future of anti-Semitism? And how is it that progressives—those who for decades defended individual rights and fought fascism—have now become the breeding ground for new kinds of dangers: an extreme loathing of Israel, an obsessive anti-Americanism, or an indifference, masked by relativism, to the greatest human tragedies facing the world today? Illuminating these and other questions, Lévy also explores his own intellectual history—the thinkers and politicians he has known and examined, the ideological battles he has fought over thirty years—and its bearing on the present. Lévy is a French public intellectual and preeminent journalist. He began his career as a war reporter for Combat, the famous underground newspaper. In 1971, he traveled to the Indian subcontinent, and was in Bangladesh covering the war of independence against Pakistan. This experience was the source of his first book, Bangla-Desh, Nationalism in the Revolution. He is the author of several other works of non-fiction, including the controversial Who Killed Daniel Pearl? and American Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville.  He is the founder of the New Philosophers school. This program will be ASL interpreted. A reception follows the program. ($20, Discounted Member Price $15).

This annual lecture is made possible by a generous endowment from Tamara and Harry Handelsman in honor of the memory of Tamara Handelsman’s brother, Gerald L. Bernstein. Co-sponsored by the Embassy of France, La Maison Française and the French-American Cultural Foundation. 
Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 am

Andrea Askowitz

My Miserable, Lonely Lesbian Pregnancy
Andrea Askowitz, author of My Miserable, Lonely Lesbian Pregnancy, will speak. In her memoir of 40 weeks and five days in hell, Askowitz takes an unflinching look at her pregnant life—from struggling with hormones to poor body image to a self-imposed exile from family—to take us on a ride through the turbulence of single lesbian motherhood. Along the way we meet her liberal parents as they struggle with their daughter's choices, the lover she longs to reconnect with who goes M.I.A. before the pregnancy, the friends who turn out to be no help at all, and strangers who offer up some unlikely kindness. Writing in an honest and confessional tone, Andrea is real and raw, impossibly cranky yet deeply touching. Askowitz is an adjunct professor of creative nonfiction at Florida International University, a full-time mother and the co-producer of Lip Service, a literary event in Southern Florida. She has also performed stories about her life at venues throughout Los Angeles and Miami. ($15, Discounted Member Price $10; brunch included).

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Stuart S. Kurlander Program for Gay & Lesbian Outreach and Engagement (GLOE) and co-sponsored by Rainbow Families, DC. 

Sunday, September 21 at 4:00 pm

Elisa Albert

The Book of Dahlia
Elisa Albert, author of The Book of Dahlia, will speak. Albert’s poignant and darkly comic first novel follows the life of Dahlia Finger, a twenty-nine-year old, single, unemployed and depressed Jewish American Princess whose life is upturned when she suffers a grand mal seizure which leads to a biopsy and the diagnosis of a malignant, cancerous tumor (level four) in her left temporal lobe. Dahlia, forced to face her own mortality, warily implements the questionably titled self-help book It’s Up to You: The Cancer To-Do List. She obsessively analyzes the scattered and various heartbreaks, disappointments, rages and regrets that comprise what she had previously thought of as her life “so far.” An acerbically funny, fast-paced and poignant narrative, Albert’s debut novel ultimately ends up being more life-affirming than any self-help book could ever hope to be. Albert received an MFA in fiction from Columbia University, where she is now an adjunct assistant professor of creative writing. She is a fiction editor for Nextbook and editor-at-large for Jewcy.com. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).
Sunday, September 21 at 7:00 pm

Darin Strauss

More Than It Hurts You
Darin Strauss, author of More Than It Hurts You, will speak. From the acclaimed author of Chang and Eng comes the story of Josh Goldin, a young Jewish father whose life gets turned upside down when his eight-month-old son is rushed to the hospital. When baby Zack is treated twice for mysterious and life-threatening symptoms, the head of a pediatric ICU, Dr. Darlene Stokes—a black woman—tells Child Protective Services that she thinks Josh's wife, Dori, suffers from Munchausen by proxy syndrome, whereby the afflicted deliberately injure their children to draw attention to themselves. Immediately, they’re thrust into an irresistible news story: a single black mother intent on splitting apart a Jewish family. More Than It Hurts You, a frightening and riveting account of a family in crisis, explores complicated issues of race, gender, privacy and a family’s threats from within and without. Strauss is the author of the international bestseller Chang and Eng and The New York Times Notable Book The Real McCoy. Also a screenwriter, he is currently adapting Chang and Eng with Gary Oldman. The recipient of a 2006 Guggenheim Fellowship in fiction writing, he teaches writing at New York University. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).
Monday, September 22 at 7:30 pm

Eileen Pollack

In the Mouth: Stories and Novellas
Eileen Pollack, author of In the Mouth: Stories and Novellas, will speak. In four gripping stories and two novellas, In the Mouth focuses on family relationships, especially those between fathers and their daughters. Pollack depicts the lives of a generation of Jewish men who survived the Depression and World War II and worked hard to raise families. In settings ranging from Florida to her native Catskills, Pollack explores her characters’ passions, morals and secrets, affectionately portraying the lives of Jews in America today. One story, The Bris, has been selected for The Best American Short-Stories 2008. These emotionally wise and wryly funny stories will remind us all to celebrate our families—in spite of, and because of, their little quirks. Pollack received her BS in physics from Yale University and earned her MFA from the University of Iowa, where she was awarded a Teaching-Writing Fellowship. Her previous work includes a collection of short fiction, The Rabbi in the Attic and Other Stories; the novel Paradise, New York; and a work of creative nonfiction, Woman Walking Ahead: In Search of Catherine Weldon and Sitting Bull, a 2003 WILLA finalist award winner. Her stories have appeared in Ploughshares, Prairie Schooner, Michigan Quarterly Review, SubTropics, Agni and New England Review. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).
Monday, September 22 at 7:30 pm

Amos Oz film

Directed by Stelios Charalampopoulos

The film Amos Oz (Israel, 2008, video, 52 minutes, Hebrew and English with English subtitles) will be screened. Greek director Stelios Charalampopoulos paints a captivating portrait of acclaimed and iconoclastic Israeli author Amos Oz. In this film, which was shot in front of the breathtaking backdrops of the Israeli desert in Arad and the stunning city of Salonica, Greece, we are invited to learn about the rich family history that shaped one of the world's most prolific and influential writers. Oz—whose writing captures the truth of human emotion—is a champion for peace, and notably open about his feelings on the struggles in the Middle East. The viewer is struck by the authenticity of his process and his love for his work. The film delves into Oz’s complicated past—including his mother's suicide and his years spent on a kibbutz—to examine how these difficult years shaped the work of this compassionate and often courageous author. This film will be followed by a discussion with Professor Eric Zakim, executive director of the Gildenhorn Institute for Israel Studies at the University of Maryland. ($10, Discounted Member Price $9).

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Screening Room and co-sponsored by the Embassy of Israel. 

Tuesday, September 23 at 6:00 pm

Ronnie Fein

Hip Kosher: 175 Easy-to-Prepare Recipes for Today's Kosher Cooks
Ronnie Fein, author of Hip Kosher: 175 Easy-to-Prepare Recipes for Today's Kosher Cooks, will speak and offer a cooking demonstration. Hip Kosher is a fresh take on kosher cooking and a crucial kitchen companion. Kosher cuisine is a culinary niche that is quickly becoming more mainstream. Hip Kosher provides practical resources for finding kosher items in your local stores and more than 175 recipes for every meal and occasion, focusing on contemporary American dishes. Relying on ingredients that are readily available at local supermarkets, Hip Kosher features versatile recipes for all occasions, including modern fusions like pumpkin bisque with curry pear, crisped gilboa cheese panini with fig jam, and banana and honeyed-fudge sauce sundaes. Easy to understand and to prepare, the recipes are perfect for busy people who don't have hours to spend in the kitchen. Fein also describes Jewish dietary laws (and halal, permitted Muslim foods) and provides comprehensive sources for the kosher cook. Fein is the author of two previous cookbooks and is a contributing editor to The New Cook’s Catalogue. A freelance food and lifestyle writer since 1980, her articles have appeared in Newsday, Cook’s Illustrated and Consumer’s Digest, among other publications. She lives in Stamford, Connecticut. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).  

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Leo & Anna Smilow Center for Jewish Living and Learning. 

Tuesday, September 23 at 7:30 pm

Ariel Sabar

My Father’s Paradise
The Chaim Kempner Author Series presents Ariel Sabar, author of My Father’s Paradise. Sabar's father, Yona, was born in a mud hut in the remote Kurdish region of northern Iraq. Protected by towering mountains, the Jews of Zakho lived peacefully among Muslims and Christians for nearly three thousand years. But in the late 1940s the outside world came crashing in, and Yona Sabar would be the last boy bar mitzvahed in Zakho. In My Father's Paradise, father and son travel to today's war-torn Iraq in a quest to rediscover a forgotten land. As Ariel retraces his father's footsteps, he brings to life the eccentric characters, extraordinary determination, and fascinating historical odyssey of the Kurdish Jews. In retelling his father's story, Ariel Sabar finds his own. Ariel Sabar writes about the 2008 U.S. presidential campaigns for The Christian Science Monitor and is an award-winning former staff writer for the Baltimore Sun and The Providence (RI) Journal. His work has also appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Monthly, Mother Jones and other publications. He lives with his wife and two children in Washington, DC. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

Supported by the Chaim Kempner Collection Library Fund, the Chaim Kempner Author Series brings authors of recently published books to the 16th Street J for the learning and enjoyment of the entire community. Co-sponsored by Busboys & Poets.
Closing Night: Wednesday, September 24 at 6:00 pm

Masha Gessen

Blood Matters: From Inherited Illness to Designer Babies, How the World and I Found Ourselves in the Future of the Gene
Masha Gessen, author of Blood Matters: From Inherited Illness to Designer Babies, How the World and I Found Ourselves in the Future of the Gene, will speak. Following the death of her mother from breast cancer, Gessen underwent genetic testing which revealed that she had a mutation that predisposed her to ovarian and breast cancer. This discovery gave Gessen—along with an ever-growing portion of the population—a new way of knowing herself, through what is inscribed in the strands of her DNA. As she went through the wrenching personal decision of how to use this information, Gessen explored the brave new world of genetic testing, speaking with others like her as well as medical researchers, historians and religious thinkers. Examining the way genetic information is shaping the decisions we make—from our personal health to who we marry to the children we bear—Blood Matters is a much-needed field guide to this unfamiliar (and unsettling) territory. Gessen began her career as a journalist in Moscow in 1991, and has since established herself as contributor to both Russian- and English-language publications, including The New Republic and the New Statesman. She is the Russian correspondent for US News & World Report and has been a contributor to Granta. She has written two previous works of nonfiction: Dead Again: The Russian Intelligentsia after Communism and Esther and Rutya: How My Grandmothers Survived Hitler’s War and Stalin’s Peace. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

Support provided by the Helen Littman Moskowitz & Sophie Eisenberg Stollman Fund, established in part to support breast cancer awareness. Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Stuart S. Kurlander Program for Gay & Lesbian Outreach and Engagement (GLOE) and co-sponsored by the Mautner Project and the American Technion Society. 

Closing Night: Wednesday, September 24 at 7:30 pm

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg with Francine Zorn Trachtenberg

Big Man on Campus: A University President Speaks Out on Higher Education
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, author of Big Man on Campus, will appear, in conversation with Francine Zorn Trachtenberg. At a time when “college” has become synonymous with skyrocketing tuition, difficult enrollment, campus violence, alcohol and drug abuse, and campus scandals, the former president of The George Washington University tells it like it really is. Educated at Columbia, Yale and Harvard universities, with a membership in Phi Beta Kappa, more than fifteen honorary doctorates, four books and numerous published articles, Stephen Joel Trachtenberg is one of the leading voices in American higher education. Using wonderful anecdotes from his own life, Trachtenberg explains with compassion and humor the insight he has gained from the halls of learning. This book is a major work about the importance of sustaining our nation's natural brain trust. Stephen Joel Trachtenberg is President Emeritus of The George Washington University and University Professor of Public Service. He served as the 15th president of The George Washington University for nearly two decades, from 1988 to 2007. He has written five books, including two published in June 2008: Big Man On Campus: A University President Speaks Out on Higher Education and A Letter to the President of the United States on Higher Education. His other books include Reflections on Higher Education, Thinking Out Loud and Speaking His Mind. Francine Zorn Trachtenberg is President Emeritus of the Washington DCJCC and is on the Board of Directors for Cultural Tourism DC and the Washington chapter of the American Jewish Committee. She is a former senior vice president of WETA, was manager of major construction projects at the University of Hartford, and has served on the boards of the U.S. Capitol Historical Society, the Humanities Council of Washington, DC, WETA, Connecticut Public Broadcasting, the Hartford Jewish Community Center and Boston University. A reception follows the program. ($9, Discounted Member Price $6).

Co-sponsored by the Institute for Higher Education Policy.
The Washington DCJCC works to preserve and strengthen Jewish identity, heritage, tradition and values through a wide variety of social, cultural, recreational and educational programs and services. The 16th Street J is committed to welcoming everyone in the community; membership and all activities are open to all. The Washington DCJCC is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and a designated agency of the United Way. For further information, contact (202) 777-3250, litfest@washingtondcjcc.org or washingtondcjcc.org/litfest.
# # #
