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RHYTHM EN ROUTE

10TH Anniversary

WASHINGTON JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL

June 4-11

WASHINGTON, DC – The 10th Anniversary Washington Jewish Music Festival brings an exciting mix of sound and energy to DC June 4-11.  The Festival kicks off with a Pre-Fest Event with Israel’s Ivri Lider on June 2, followed by the official Opening Night on June 4 with the award-winning Andy Statman Trio. In addition to the Festival’s home base at the Washington DCJCC, this year’s Festival venues also include the 9:30 Club, and Station 9.

Now in its 10th year, the Washington Jewish Music Festival continues to foster a broader appreciation of Jewish culture through its annual, multi-layered, eclectic music program. For nearly a decade, masters of traditional music from around the globe have performed alongside cutting-edge contemporary musicians who blend traditions into a new fusion of Judeo-world music. Live performances, hands-on workshops and cross-cultural dialogs constantly and consistently engage the diverse audience that returns year after year for this unique festival of music.

*********************************
PROGRAM

Pre-Fest Special Event

IVRI LIDER

*****
Opening Night

ANDY STATMAN TRIO

*****

Family Shabbat Service & Dinner

SHIRLALA
*****
GLOE Program

THE KINSEY SICKS

*****
Film Screening & Bagel Brunch

“OVERTURE TO GLORY”

*****
THE SWAY MACHINERY

*****
PITOM

*****
FEINSMITH QUARTET

*****
J-On-Demand Program

ELECTRO MOROCCO and DJ BALAGAN

*****
Closing Night

MIRI BEN-ARI: THE HIP HOP VIOLINIST

*********************************
INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS

PRE-FEST SPECIAL EVENT – Tues, June 2, 8 pm

Teev Events Presents:

IVRI LIDER

9:30 Club

815 V Street NW

Tickets: $35

Tickets for this concert available at tickets.com, (800) 955-5566 or the 9:30 Club box office. 

For group tickets & information call (301) 230-2232 or teev.com.

Ivri Lider is one of the most popular and respected Israeli singer-songwriters of his generation. His unique voice and versatility have solidified his place as a leading Israeli musician, and in 2005 he received the Best Male Singer and Best Live Show awards at the Israeli Music Awards. Ivri’s music was featured on the soundtracks of the groundbreaking Israeli films The Bubble and Yossi and Jagger. OUT Magazine listed him as one of the “Out 100” of 2007. (ivrilider.com/english)

Presented in partnership with Teev Events, Inc.; co-sponsored by the Embassy of Israel.
*****

OPENING NIGHT – Thurs, June 4, 8 pm

ANDY STATMAN TRIO

Followed by 10th Anniversary Party

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $30

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $25

“…a music [not] bound by denomination but a beautiful, vital sound full of heat, heart and a love of God.” —Rolling Stone

“The moods range from joyously vibrant to darkly plaintive. A fascinating and moving mixture.” —Jazz Times

“Statman’s virtuosity has labeled him a genius by his peers.”  —The Village Voice
“Statman is simply one of the greatest and most unique musicians ever to choose the mandolin 

for their muse.”    —Chicago Tribune
Fusing bluegrass and American roots music, avant-garde jazz, Jewish klezmer and Hassidic sources, Andy Statman has reached legendary status in the Jewish and non-Jewish music worlds. His virtuosity on the mandolin and clarinet garnered him a Grammy nomination in 2008 for Best Country Music Instrumental. He has collaborated with celebrated artists including Itzhak Perlman, Jerry Garcia and Bela Fleck. Andy infuses classic American sounds with spirituality and Jewish mysticism. Accompanied by Larry Eagle on drums and James Whitney on the bass.

This performance is funded by the Arthur Tracy “The Street Singer” Endowment Fund. Honoring the memory and musical legacy of Arthur Tracy—the renowned radio, stage and screen singer and entertainer whose talent delighted millions around the world—the arts programs supported by this fund continue Tracy’s ability to entertain for years to come.

Co-sponsored by the Folklore Society of Greater Washington.

 *****

Fri, June 5, 6 pm

Family Shabbat Service & Dinner

SHIRLALA

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Service @ 6 pm: FREE – Best for ages 2 - 6 

Dinner @ 6:45 pm: Adults: $15, Children: $7.50 (advance reservation required)

“Shira exudes passion and warmth. She possesses the innate ability to create community through song.”

—Dori Frumin Kirshner, Jewish Professional
Enjoy a family Friday night with ShirLaLa! New York based, dynamic performer and music educator Shira Kline travels across the country and around the globe sharing her love of Jewish life and prayer with children and families of all ages. Her creative songs delight children, parents and grandparents alike, making Shabbat a fun, interactive experience. Shira’s high energy and high-spirited stories and songs encourage families to dance and sing along during this special Shabbat tradition. (goldenland.com)

After services, a Kosher, traditional Friday night dinner with kid-friendly foods will satisfy even the pickiest eaters!

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Preschool. Co-sponsored by Adas Israel’s Gan Hayeled Nursery School, Congregation Bet Mishpachah, DC Minyan, The Jewish Primary Day School of the Nation’s Capital and Temple Micah’s Tot Shabbat and K’tonton Program.
*****

Sat, June 6, 9 pm
THE KINSEY SICKS

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $30

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $25

“Riotously funny...ferociously creative...a must-see...everyone will enjoy themselves!”   —Time Out Magazine New York
Spend a raucous and hilarious evening with The Kinsey Sicks, America's Favorite, award-winning Dragapella Beautyshop Quartet. Combining a cappella singing, sharp satire and over-the-top drag, this group is must-see entertainment! Lawyers Ben Schatz (“Rachel”) and Irwin Keller (“Winnie”), along with actors Jeff Manabat (“Trixie”) and Spencer Brown (“Trampolina”) have entertained from Las Vegas to New York with songs such as “Oy Vey in a Manger” and “Everything But the Kitsch 'n' Synch.” The Kinsey Sicks has appeared on various television shows including America’s Got Talent. In 2000 the group won the Comedy award at the Contemporary A Cappella Recording Awards.

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Kurlander Program for Gay and Lesbian Outreach and Engagement (GLOE). Co-sponsored by Congregation Bet Mishpachah. The Washington DCJCC is proud to be a Capital Pride 2009 Community Partner.
*****

Sun, June 7, 10:30 am
Screening & Bagel Brunch

“OVERTURE TO GLORY” (Der Vilner Balebes)
Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $10

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $9

Bagel brunch @ 10:30 am in the 16th Street Lobby, film screening @ 11:15 am.

"...one of the major events of the Jewish cinema... Moishe Oysher's voice is truly magnificent...." The New York Post 

“Seldom has the Jewish faith been more nobly and beautifully espoused as it is in this film...

A milestone in the course of Yiddish film making.” —Robert W. Dana, New York Herald Tribune
Beginning with Rosh Hashanah and ending on Yom Kippur, this story of a humble Vilna cantor seduced by the fame and fortune of the opera features the voice of Yiddish film star Moishe Oysher, one of the best-known cantors of his day. Carefully lit cinematography, well-shaped dialogue and Alexander Olshanetsky's musical score form a captivating tale of one musician’s redemptive journey. One of the last Yiddish-language films to be made in America, Overture to Glory is based on the play Der Vilner Balebes by Mark Arnstein. Restoration and new English subtitles: The National Center for Jewish Film
Introduction: Rabbi Max Ticktin, Professor of Judaic Studies and Hebrew Language and Literature at The George Washington University.

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s Screening Room; co-sponsored by Yiddish of Greater Washington.
*****

Sun, June 7, 7:30 pm
THE SWAY MACHINERY

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $12

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $10

“Jeremiah Lockwood makes the ancient modern and the mythological real.”      —The Village Voice

“The latest indie supergroup has a sound that…well, you just have to hear to describe. Listen now!”  —SPIN
Combining rhythmic power and potent folklore, The Sway Machinery’s energy and unique music are unmatched. Jeremiah Lockwood of Balkan Beat Box mixes Cantorial and liturgical traditions with Afro-beats, blues, pop and horns, creating a truly original sound. Hebrew, Yiddish and Aramaic lyrics mesh with horns and American blues traditions to create a frenzied, celebratory musical experience. Musicians include drummer Brian Chase of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, bass saxophonist Colin Stetson of Arcade Fire and Tom Waits’ band, and the trumpet and tenor sax horn section of the band Antibalas, Jordan McLean and Stuart Bogie. (jdubrecords.org)

Community Partner: JDub Records.

*****

Mon, June 8, 8 pm
PITOM

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $18

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $15

“Yoshie combines influences from Frank Zappa, Sonic Youth and Masada into a rocking band performing catchy, hooky compositions that both pay tribute to and challenge the Jewish tradition…

Pitom is a hard-edged new addition to the legacy of Radical Jewish Culture.”  —John Zorn
Pitom is guitarist and composer Yoshie Fruchter's musical experiment and exploration into the music that has inspired him. Taking cues from the punk/avante rock aesthetic of the experimental downtown Jewish scene, including John Zorn and Hassidic New Wave, this manic foursome plays wild and frenetic melodies, supported by a mixture of dreamlike tones and driving distortion. Maryland-native Yoshie Fruchter joins Jeremy Brown on violin, Shanir Blumenkrantz on bass and Kevin Zubek on drums to produce the next step in Jewish sound. Pitom’s first CD, released on John Zorn’s Tzadik Records, was noted as one of the best debut albums of the year by The Wall Street Journal. (pitommusic.com)

This evening is sponsored by Ralph and Louie Dweck.

*****
Tues, June 9, 7:30 pm

FEINSMITH QUARTET

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $18

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $15

"...the performance seemed unimprovable — taut, pointed and electrifying…” 

—San Francisco Chronicle, Joshua Kosman

“Striking directly to powerful emotion…This young composer’s talent is astonishing” —New York Times
Composer Daniel David Feinsmith constructs his original classical compositions using the gematria (numerology) of Jewish holy texts, including the Tanakh and ancient Kabbalistic writings, turning the written word into beautiful and astonishing arrangements. The music crosses the boundaries of tradition, evoking the exhilaration of mystical Judaism and interpreting the words of Torah anew. Members of the critically acclaimed Feinsmith Quartet include: cellist Jennifer Culp, bassist Michael Manring, classical guitarist Gyan Riley and pianist Christopher Taylor. (feinsmithquartet.com)

This evening is sponsored by the United Jewish Endowment Fund; co-sponsored by the Jewish Study Center.

*****
Wed, June 10, 8 pm

Shemspeed Presents:

ELECTRO MOROCCO & DJ BALAGAN

Station 9

1438 U Street NW

General Admission: $12

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $10

“The off-beat rhythm, the interplay of tweaked, Oriental-sounding guitars, and the frenzied climaxes 

call to mind bellydancing music and hard rock.”               —Nextbook.org 
Electro Morocco is a unique mixture of intricate electro beats and Middle Eastern flavor, with a retro rock and pop edge. Thriving from the pulse of music born in the Middle East, their sound rises, swells and cuts to the core with a dense recipe of swirling otherworldly sound, the powerful persistence of electro-rock rhythm and stiletto-sharp guitar lines. Electro Morocco delivers soul-stomping performances all synced to self-produced video clips. Seasoned musicians Assaf Spector, Roy Gurel, Shlomie Lavie, Taylor Galassi and Yula Beeri mix everything from retro rock to Middle Eastern folk music, to warped electro in a fierce, high-energy performance.

DJ Balagan a.k.a. Sam Hopkins, has been producing his own sample-based dance tracks since 2003, incorporating Sephardic elements among various other ethnic styles. 

Presented in partnership with the 16th Street J’s J-on-Demand; Community Partner: Shemspeed.

*****
CLOSING NIGHT – Thurs, June 11, 8 pm

MIRI BEN-ARI: THE HIP HOP VIOLINIST

Followed by Closing Party

Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater

16th Street J

General Admission: $30

Discounted Member, Senior & Under 25: $25

“Miri’s playing is wonderful, beautiful, exquisite, unpredictable, original and spontaneous.”   —Wynton Marsalis

“Miri Ben-Ari is to hip-hop now what Miles Davis was to Jazz back in the day! 

She’s re-inventing a whole new hip-hop sound!”  —Kanye West
Grammy-award winning violinist Miri Ben-Ari grew up in Israel, studying and playing classical music under famous master violinists Yehudi Menuhin and Isaac Stern. Miri has since fused her classical training with her passion for American jazz and hip-hop, performing her unique sound across the globe. Her bouncing violin notes fall perfectly into place with the hip-hop hooks and beats her DJ spins, creating a surprising and wonderful blend of styles and culture. Miri has arranged music and played with groundbreaking hip-hop artists such as Alicia Keys, Jay-Z, Wyclef Jean and Kanye West, earning her the official title of “The Hip-Hop Violinist.” In 2001 Miri Ben-Ari was honored as an Apollo Legend after performing on It’s Showtime at the Apollo. In 2005, her work with Kanye West garnered a Grammy award, and in 2006 she was nominated for “Best Crossover Artist” at the Jewish Music Awards. Her music has appeared in motion pictures such as the 2006 Paramount film Freedom Writers. Miri received the 2008 Israel Film Festival Visionary Award, and she is the first Israeli to receive the Martin Luther King Award from Israeli President, Shimon Peres. (miribenari.com)

Co-sponsored by the Embassy of Israel, The Hip-Hop Theater Festival in Washington (July 6 – 11, 2009), and Liberated Muse Productions, presenters of the 2009 Capital Hip-Hop Soul Fest (July 25, 2009).

*********************************
FREE WORKSHOPS

Sun, June 7, 6 pm
ISRAELI DANCE

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Experience Israeli dance with the most popular instructor in the Greater Washington area, Mona Goldstein. Instructor and choreographer of Israeli folk dance, Mona leads Mona Israeli Dance and currently teaches her popular RikudDC session Sundays at the Washington DCJCC. Beginners and experienced dancers are welcome.

*****
Mon, June 8, 6 pm
RADICAL JEWISH CULTURE with PITOM

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Radical Jewish Culture poses a challenge to adventurous musical thinkers: What is Jewish music, and what is its future? Can Jewish music exist without a direct connection to Klezmer, Cantorial traditions or Yiddish theater? Explore Pitom’s unique sound and discover a new direction of Jewish music in this interactive, hands-on workshop. The members of Pitom will help you create your own Jewish-inspired sound with your own favorite instrument. Bring your instrument or use the simple instruments provided.

*****

Wed, June 10, 6 pm
JEWISH HEALING THROUGH MUSIC

Ina and Jack Kay Community Hall

16th Street J

Explore the potential of Jewish music to heal souls and build community. If you have experienced a loss, have gone through a difficult time, or are just in need of a spiritually uplifting experience, please join us. We will connect with sacred texts, music and each other, paving the way for emotional and spiritual regeneration. Led by Teddy Klaus, the Music Director of Temple Micah.

TICKETS/INFO

Festival Tickets: Purchase tickets in advance at wjmf.org. Tickets go on sale Thursday, May 1. Same-day tickets are available for purchase on-site 30 minutes before the event, subject to availability. All ticket sales are final. JCC members, persons under 25, seniors over 65, people with limited income, and groups of eight or more may purchase tickets at discounted rates when applicable.

Ticket Prices:  Range from free to $35.  

Festival Pass: Save 20% on the cost of the entire Festival. Go to wjmf.org or call (202) 777-3251.

Seating: All events are general admission. Reserved seating is available for patrons with special needs. Please call (202) 777-3251 or email info@wjmf.org for assistance.

For Information: 202-777-3251 or info@wjmf.org or wjmf.org.
THE WASHINGTON JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL IS PRESENTED BY 

THE WASHINGTON DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER'S 

MORRIS CAFRITZ CENTER FOR THE ARTS.

The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Family Foundation is the major sponsor of the

10th Anniversary Washington Jewish Music Festival. The Festival is supported by grants from the United Jewish Endowment Fund and the Humanities Council of Washington, DC. 

The Morris Cafritz Center for the Arts is supported by the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation. 

The Festival is also supported by the Arthur Tracy “The Street Singer” Endowment Fund.
###

IMAGES ( INTERVIEWS ( AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

To Download Festival Images, visit 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wjmf/sets/72157615409844227/
