[image: image1.png]THEATER
 —
| —r D
| —S—
| —g—
| —gr—





a HIP NEW COMEDY, THE RISE AND FALL OF ANNIE HALL, OPENS AT THEATER j
                                                                                               

(Washington, DC) – Theater J presents the world premiere of THE RISE AND FALL OF ANNIE HALL, a fresh comedy by sought after playwright and screenwriter Sam Forman. This sharp new play with original music runs April 15–May 24, 2009 in the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the Washington DCJCC. Performances on Wednesday, April 15 and Thursday, April 16 at 7:30 pm are pay-what-you-can previews. Performances on Saturday, April 18 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, April 19 at 3:00 pm are $30 previews. Press night is Sunday, April 19 at 7:30 pm. On Thursday, April 30 at 7:30 the show will have open captioning for the hearing impaired. On Sunday, May 3 and Sunday, May 17 Theater J will offer free babysitting during the 3:00 pm matinee with a reservation at least one week in advance at (202) 777-3210. Tickets are available for $30-$55 at boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. Tickets for all patrons 35 and under are half-price for all shows! 

Henry Blume (Josh Lefkowitz) is an enterprising librettist with a great idea and the moxie to pull it off.  He and his writing partner (Matt Anderson), dream of making a musical adaptation of the Woody Allen classic film Annie Hall. But complications ensue as he's compelled to betray his girlfriend (Tessa Klein), his best friend and his own biography in a scheme to secure the rights through the daughter of Woody Allen's former producer (Maureen Rohn).  He stalks her on Facebook and eventually wins permission to make the musical with a composer (Alexander Strain) who is a star of the New York theater world. It's only then that he sees his love life-—not to mention his moral integrity-—begin to crumble. This hilarious comedy about skyscraper ambitions and finding one's way in a celebrity-driven town is as modern as it gets, with late night text messaging, wayward Googling, and a keen ear tuned to the ways of a new generation of artists.
 
“Sam Forman's the real deal,” asserts Artistic Director Ari Roth. “A hot new writer with a great idea.  He's a protégé of the late Wendy Wasserstein who recommended earlier scripts of Sam’s to us, like The Grille Room, which put him on the map.  Now he's set to break out, both as a screenwriter and playwright.” Roth adds “We're happy he's teaming up with rising DC director, Shirley Serotsky,” nominated last year for a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Director for her work staging References to Salvador Dali Make Me Hot with Rorschach Theatre. Serotsky, who joined the Theater J staff this year as Director of Literary and Public Programming, is making her Theater J directorial debut with this production. She comments “I don’t think I’ve ever read a script where a play was so closely art imitating life for me. I’m used to exploring worlds that I don’t inherently know in my directing—but here is a world that I know ridiculously well. It’s at once a pleasure and just the right amount of pain for me to revisit the youthful dreams, the ripe idealism, and the searing heartbreaks that these characters experience.”
This young cast stars Josh Lefkowitz, an up-and-coming writer in his own right, as the struggling playwright. Both of Lefkowitz’s one-man shows, Help Wanted and Now What?, were sold-out hits at Woolly Mammoth Theatre and The Washington Post called his performance “hilarious …he simmers with barely restrained youthful ebullience.” The cast is rounded out by Matt Anderson (David in Shadow and Light at Theater J), Tessa Klein (Argonautika at The Shakespeare Theatre, Sleeping Arrangements at Theater J, and Polaroid Stories at Studio Theatre), Maureen Rohn in her DC debut, and Theater J’s Artistic-Associate-in-Residence Alexander Strain (Honey Brown Eyes and Pangs of The Messiah at Theater J and In the Heart of America at Rep Stage). 
Original music for THE RISE AND FALL OF ANNIE HALL was written by singer-songwriter Gabriel Kahane. An avid theater artist, Kahane has collaborated extensively with the Obie-winning New York City-based downtown theater company Les Freres Corbusier, serving as musical director for a number of their productions. He was recently commissioned by Signature Theatre to write a work for their American Musical Voices Project. Among his varied credits as a performer, Gabriel has appeared in recital with Grammy winning bass-baritone Thomas Quasthoff and recently performed at the Apollo Theater with Rufus Wainwright, Elvis Costello and Bill Frisell. His debut album Walking Away From Winter was praised by The Wall Street Journal as “carefully balanced, with contrasting melodies coexisting with each other, along with complex rhythms, and little strains of music that register like sharp, sure thoughts, or like images in a carefully crafted short story...well worth checking out.”
Robbie Hayes returns to do his second scenic design for Theater J, the first being Sholom Aleichem: Laughter Through Tears. He will be joined on the design team by Lighting Designer Garth Dolan, Costume Designer Deb Sivigny and Sound Designer Matt Nielson. 
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