THEODORE BIKEL PREMIERES HIS ONE-MAN SHOW WITH MUSIC AT THEATER J 
                                                                                                
(Washington, DC) – Theatrical legend Theodore Bikel returns to Theater J to unveil his new one-man show with music, story and song about the pioneering 19th-Century author Sholom Aleichem. Performances of SHOLOM ALEICHEM: LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS will take place in the Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the Washington DCJCC December 17, 2008​–January 11, 2009. Wednesday, December 17 at 7:30 pm is a pay-what-you-can preview and Thursday, December 18 at 7:30 pm is a $30 preview. Tickets, which range from $30 to $55, are available at boxofficetickets.com or at (800) 494-TIXS.  Tickets for patrons 25 and under are half-price for all shows.  This show is appropriate for ages 7 and up. Baby sitting for children under the age of 7 will be offered for free during the following performances: Wednesday, December 24 at 7:30 pm Saturday, December 20 at 8:00 pm, Sunday, December 21 3:00 pm, Sunday, January 4 at 3:00 pm and Saturday, January 10 at 8:00 pm.
This deeply researched, powerfully felt and beautifully sung show will be enjoyed by all generations. Based on the true tale of the great Yiddish storyteller's youth, fame and challenging journey to America where he eventually died, the play begins with the writing of a will insisting that Sholom Aleichem be remembered with laughter or not remembered at all. This story is told with humor and a rich catalogue of Yiddish songs performed with Grammy-nominated Tamara Brooks on piano and internationally-renowned Bosnian accordionist Merima Ključo.  


“We're so honored to be working on this text with Theo,” remarks Theater J Artistic Director Ari Roth who has seen the script through developmental workshops at Georgetown University along with the Director Derek Goldman, head of Georgetown University’s Program in Performing Arts. “It's remarkable that an 84-year-old artist should find himself in the midst of writing a new play that he's been honing for the past decade. It's even more astonishing when that artist is willing to do rewrites!  He has an amazing mind, and is driven by a strong sense of mission to keep the Yiddish language alive and the real substance of our culture a felt and familiar presence in our lives. Bikel is a walking, singing encyclopedia of Jewish culture. He's a performer of immense virtuosity and now he also has the distinction of being a playwright who's shaped great literary material into a moving biographical drama.” On Thursday, December 18, Wednesday, December 24 and Thursday, January 8, there will be an opportunity to discuss the show with Theodore Bikel at post-show talk backs.  The American Theater Festival and the National Jewish Theater will present Theater J’s production of SHOLOM ALEICHEM: LAUGHTER THROUGH TEARS at the Parker Playhouse, a 1,000 seat venue in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, from January 28 to February 1, 2009.

Most famous for his performances as the original Baron Von Trapp in The Sound of Music and Broadway's most-recognizable Tevye from Fiddler on the Roof, Theodore Bikel starred in Theater J's hit production of Hyam Maccoby's The Disputation in 2005 and a weeklong, sold-out concert reading of Arnold Wesker's Shylock in conjunction with the 2007 Shakespeare in Washington Festival. Bikel is a world-renowned stage and screen actor as well as one of the world’s most beloved singers of folk music; he is especially known for his vast knowledge of international songs. For the past fifty years, Bikel has appeared in concerts, plays, films, and on television throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, Israel and New Zealand. He is also an accomplished translator of song lyrics and has recorded over twenty albums.
Musical director and pianist Tamara Brooks has conducted ensembles in the United States and in twenty countries throughout Europe, Asia and the Middle East. A champion of contemporary music, Brooks has commissioned and conducted many new works. She has recorded for Musical Heritage, Arabesque, Centaur, Neuma, Music & Arts, and RCA, and made a Grammy-nominated recording of the music of Vincent Persichetti. Brooks is a graduate of the Juilliard School.

Accordianist Merima Ključo is one of the world’s finest classical accordionists. She performs as a soloist with numerous ensembles including the Philharmonische Orchester Bremen and the Holland Symphonia. She has worked internationally with renowned artists and ensembles, including Musik Fabrik, Gelberklang, and Joaquim Sabate. Ključo is also a well-known performer of klezmer and Balkan music; she studied accordion at the Srednja Muzika Kola in Sarajevo and the

Rotterdam Conservatory, and completed a specialization in contemporary music at the Hochschule für die Künste Bremen.

This production is funded by the Arthur Tracy “The Street Singer” Endowment Fund.  Honoring the memory and musical legacy of Arthur Tracy—the renowned radio, stage and screen singer and entertainer whose talent delighted millions around the world—the arts programs supported by this fund continue Tracy’s ability to entertain for years to come.  This production is also part of the Arlene & Robert Kogod New Play Development Program. 
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