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Theater J ANNOUNCES THE THIRD voices from a changing middle east festival: voice of the woman 
WITH SEVEN OFFERINGS

(Washington, DC) – This spring Theater J presents the third annual installment of the Voices from a Changing Middle East Festival, this year focusing on the Voice of the Woman. Running May 5 through June 7, the festival will be anchored by a production of Hadar Galron’s MIKVEH with six one-night events by female writers and performers exploring a range of women’s experiences from Israel to Afghanistan to Lebanon to right here in the United States. A festival pass, which gives access to all six of the special events, plus a $15 discount on tickets to MIKVEH is available for $25.
The English-language world premiere of Israeli playwright Hadar Galron’s MIKVEH takes us inside the insular world of a religious community to explore the ever-changing role of women in Israeli society. Set in contemporary Israel, the local mikveh becomes an arena of clashing approaches to life when these women of various social backgrounds and generational perspectives come together in this compelling depiction of religious observance and evolving feminist consciousness written by an insider from this community. From the playwright to the director, designers and actors, this production is not only about women by created by women. In addition to the playwright, Theater J brings together an incredibly talented group of females for a unique collaboration between local and Israeli theater artists. Shirley Serotsky directs this strong cast featuring Sarah Marshall, Carla Briscoe, Lise Bruneau, Rachel Condliffe, Helen Pafumi, Tonya Beckman Ross, Amal Saade and Kimberly Schraff. Israeli scenic designer Kinereth Kirsch returns to Theater J, having designed Pangs of the Messiah here in 2007, to lead the design team, comprised entirely of female designers, save for the male lighting designer, Dan Covey. Tickets for $30-$55, with half-priced tickets available to anyone under 35, are available for this production running May 5 through June 5 at Theater J in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater. 

At 7:30 pm on Monday, May 10, the first reading event of the festival, Spotlight on Savyon Liebrecht: APPLES FROM THE DESERT & THE BANALITY OF LOVE will be a unique experience featuring excerpts from two full-length hit dramas by this beloved Israeli playwright and author. In APPLES FROM THE DESERT, adapted from Leibrecht’s own short story, a young Sephardic woman goes to live on a secular kibbutz and her orthodox parents come to retrieve her, forcibly at first, until a more gentle resolution is achieved. In THE BANALITY OF LOVE, Philosopher Hannah Arendt is questioned by an Israeli journalist about her past with Martin Heidegger and her more recent writings about Eichman in Jerusalem.  A revealing portrait emerges. Held at The Embassy of Israel’s Jerusalem Hall, doors will open at 6:45. Tickets, which are $15, must be purchased by May 7 and an ID will be required to enter the Embassy.
On Monday, May 17 at 7:30 pm, audiences will have an opportunity to see one of Israel’s most produced dramas since 1992, staged to great acclaim among audiences of Israeli youth. Edna Mazya’s GAMES IN THE BACKYARD is a highly-energized courtroom drama, based on real events, with frequent flashbacks to the year before when fifteen-year-old Dvori was raped by four boys living on Kibbutz Gan Veradim. Or was it consensual sex? In this captivating play, a society examines itself and its occasional stumbling into mortifying violence. Playwright Edna Mazya is a much lauded Israeli author, screenwriter and director who was named the 1998/99 Playwright of the Year. Tickets to this reading, in the Washington DCJCC Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater, are available for $10.  
On Friday, May 21, 2010 at 2:00 pm, HOMESICK by Dafna Rubinstein and James Turpin will be read for the Tea @ 2 series, part of the Arlene & Robert Kogod new play development program. Performed in London in 2005, this Israeli play examines the journey of loss against a backdrop of a society shattered by conflict. A year after the death of 19-year-old Yoav, the Rozen family still hasn’t fully dealt with his loss. When Gil, an army reporter comes to the apartment looking for a story for his paper's Independence Day edition, Yoav returns as a ghost.  A look at grief, war and family from a new Israeli writer in collaboration with her Rose Bruford College classmate, where this acclaimed new drama first was staged. Tickets for this reading, accompanied by tea and cookies in the Washington DCJCC Hyman S. and Freda Bernstein Library, are $5.  
On Monday, May 24, 2010 at 7:30 pm, Theater J partners with the DC Chapter of the Afghan Women’s Writing Project to present OUT OF SILENCE:  Readings From the Afghan Women’s Writing Project, a compilation of prose, poetry and story telling by Afghan women, who worked online in collaboration with American writers to create this outpouring of creative expression. Novelist Masha Hamilton (31 Hours, The Camel Bookmobile, The Distance Between Us) started the Afghan Women's Writing Project in 2009 in response to the plight of Afghan women and the repressive conditions that silence their voices and their stories. The Afghan Women’s Writing Project's aim is enabling Afghan women to have a direct voice in the world, not filtered through male relatives or members of the media. OUT OF SILENCE was also presented by the Women's Committees of the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, the Screen Actors Guild and the Writers Guild of America, West with the Producers Guild of America and Women In Film International Committee in Los Angeles in March in support of International Women's Day.  Hear the compelling, often silenced, voices of Afghan women in their own words in this evening to raise awareness in Washington DCJCC’s Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater with tickets available for $10.
On Monday, May 31, 2010 at 7:30 pm, Zehra Fazal presents her solo piece Headscarf and the Angry Bitch, a semi-musical fully-comic examination of life as a Muslim from Pakistan growing up as an American girl in the suburbs. Through this tongue-in-cheek culture clash with a soundtrack including hits like “The Only Thing I’ll Do Five Times a Day is You,” we also learn about the differences between “halal” and “hadod” and its similarity to Jewish corollaries. When Fazal (who describes herself as “the Muslim Weird Al”) premiered this play in the 2009 Capital Fringe Festival it won the Solo-Performer Pick of Fringe Award and the DC Theatre Scene Audience Favorite for Solo Performance.  A local performer and playwright, Fazal earned a grant from Stanford University to study with the Takarazuka Revue, Japan's all-female musical theater company where she was inspired to create her first solo piece, My Friend Hitler, based on the play by by Yukio Mishima. She has performed locally at The Kennedy Center, Synetic Theatre, Adventure Theatre, Journeymen Theatre, The Bay Theatre, Rorschach Theatre, Scena Theatre and Landless Theatre. See this mock folk-rock love letter to the modern Muslim experience in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron and Cecile Goldman Theater with tickets for $15.
On Monday, June 7, 2010 at 7:30 pm, the festival will conclude with a new play by Lebanese American playwright Mona Mansour.  URGE FOR GOING is quirky comedy about hope, history and Baywatch. 17-year-old Jamila, a Palestinian born in a Lebanese refugee camp, is desperate to pass her exams so she can escape the slum she calls home. But leaving the camp means leaving behind her family, especially her father, who both encourages her learning and resents her opportunity. Mansour is a participant in the Public Theater's Emerging Writers Group and she was named "One of 50 to Watch" by the Dramatists Guild. Tickets for this reading in the Washington DCJCC Hyman S. and Freda Bernstein Library are $5.

 This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
###
More Information about MIKVEH is available in a separate press release.
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ZERO HOUR


Written & performed by Jim Brochu


August 29–September 27


   


LOST IN YONKERS


By Neil Simon


October 21–November 29


 


MOMMY QUEEREST


Written & performed by Judy Gold


December 16–January 3


 


THE FOUR OF US


A new play by Itamar Moses


January 20–February 21


 


ANDY WARHOL: 


GOOD FOR THE JEWS?


A world premiere written & performed by Josh Kornbluth


March 6–March 21


 


IN DARFUR


A new play by Winter Miller


March 31–April 18


 


MIKVEH


An English language premiere


by Hadar Galron


May 5–June 5


 


NEW JERUSALEM:


THE INTERROGATION OF BARUCH DE SPINOZA


A new play by David Ives


June 26–July 25
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