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Theater J presents the english language world premiere of hadar galron’s israeli hit
play MIKVEH

(Washington, DC) – The English language world premiere of Israeli playwright Hadar Galron’s MIKVEH takes us inside the insular world of a religious community to explore the ever-changing role of women in Israeli society. This production, featuring Washington standout actresses Sarah Marshall, Kim Schraf and Lise Bruneau and directed by Theater J Director of Literary & Public Programs, Shirley Serotsky, anchors the third installment of Theater J’s Voices from a Changing Middle East Festival, this year focusing on the Voice of the Woman including six additional one-night events exploring women’s experiences in Israeli and Arab lands.
MIKVEH runs May 5–June 5, 2010 at Theater J in the Washington DCJCC’s Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater. Performances on Wednesday, May 5 and Thursday, May 6 are pay-what-you-can-previews. Performances on Saturday, May 8 at 8:00 pm and Sunday, May 9 at 3:00 pm are $30 previews. Press night is Sunday, May 9 at 7:30 pm. A talk-back with the cast will follow the performance on Thursday, May 13. On Thursday, May 27 at 7:30 pm the show will have open captioning for the hearing impaired. Tickets are available for $30-$55 at boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. Limited tickets for patrons 35 and under are half-price for all performances!

Inside the secretive world of the Jewish ritual bath (mikveh), eight women’s stories unfold in this compelling depiction of religious observance and evolving feminist consciousness written by an insider from this orthodox community. Set in contemporary Israel, the local mikveh becomes an arena of clashing approaches to life when these women of various social backgrounds and generational perspectives come together. When Shira (Lise Bruneau), a new bath attendant from outside the cloistered community, arrives to take the place of the previous attendant who has mysteriously died, she opens a Pandora’s box of issues, revealing long-kept secrets. In her attempts to reach out to a woman (Carla Briscoe) who's been hiding the bruises (Carla Briscoe) inflicted upon her by a leading member of the religious community, Shira befriends the woman's speechless daughter (Rachel Condliffe), as well as a young bride terrified of her wedding day (Amal Saade) and a secular pop singer (Tonya Beckman Ross) who's visiting the mikveh for the first time. But a barrier of rules and prejudices impede Shira in her efforts to get at the root of the problems lurking in all of these women's lives. At first, the matriarch of the mikveh, veteran bath attendant Shoshana (Sarah Marshall), rejects the new ideas and solutions Shira brings to the fore, but eventually these eight disparate women band together to stand up for each other against the oppressive reproach of the male modesty police attempting to barge in and keep the women from speaking up and speaking out. An inspiring and emboldening confrontation ensues as the women forge a new alliance amongst themselves.
Director Shirley Serotsky (The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall at Theater J, Helen Hayes Award nomination for References to Salvador Dali Make Me Hot at Rorschach Theatre, Five Flights and Two Rooms at Theatre Alliance, Crumble (lay me down Justin Timberlake) and We Are Not These Hands at Catalyst Theatre) feels that, “while there are aspects to the story that are very specific to the ultra-orthodox Jewish community in Israel that it features—the play also speaks to something very universal about women fighting for a voice and for the rights that are important to them: be that the right to study Torah, the right to celebrate their faith, or the right to feel safe in their own home.”
British-born playwright Hadar Galron immigrated to Israel at the age of 13. After completing her military service and her BA in Theater at Tel Aviv University she began writing and performing professionally, against the wishes of her orthodox family, as part of a comedy duo and then in her own one-woman shows. Pulsa, a satirical comedy about women’s status in the Jewish law, considered very daring, has been running for five years with over 500 performances. MIKVEH, Galron’s first full length play, was awarded the title of “Play of the Year” at the 2004 National Theatre Awards in Israel. In 2007, Galron co-wrote the screenplay to Avi Nesher’s The Secrets, which explores the complex relationship between two young women attending seminary.  In 2009 she co-wrote and starred in Bruriah, a provocative film about a woman whose husband, a rabbi, hires a student to seduce her to prove that women are “light-minded.” 
From the playwright to the director, designers and actors, this production brings together a group of incredibly talented females for a unique collaboration between local and Israeli theater artists. Serotsky says “This play speaks with a bold and daring voice—there is nothing shy or unassuming about it, and I’d say the same for these artists. I’m so excited to be working with such a strong group of women on this play—from our nearly all-female design team, including our two female international artists from Israel, and a cast of eight dynamic women.” 
Sarah Marshall, as the veteran Mikveh attendant Shoshana, is performing in her first production with Theater J, having performed on the stage here in 2003 as a company member for Woolly Mammoth’s The Mineola Twins . With 20 Helen Hayes Award nominations and an Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in Baby with the Bathwater at Round House Theatre, she has most recently been seen in Full Circle, Boom and Maria/Stuart at Woolly Mammoth Theatre, The Book Club Play at Round House Theatre and As You Like It at Folger Theatre. Lise Bruneau (Legacy of Light at Arena Stage; Ion, Othello and The Winter's Tale at the Shakespeare Theatre; The Book Club Play and Alice at Round House) returns to Theater J, having just been seen here in Lost in Yonkers, to play the empathetic and headstrong new mikveh attendant Shira. Tonya Beckman Ross (Lady Windermere’s Fan and Love’s Labor’s Lost at the Shakespeare Theatre Company, Crime and Punishment and Alice at Round House Theatre) makes her mainstage debut at Theater J in the role of Miki, the sensual, outspoken non-religious singer. Amal Maria Saade, who was in Theater J’s workshop production of Anne and Emmett, also makes her Theater J debut as the spirited young Tehila, terrified of her impending marriage to a man she doesn’t love. The loud-mouthed but oblivious Esti will be played by Helen Pafumi (Five Flights at Theatre Alliance, Marisol and Marat/Sade at Forum Theatre) in another Theater J debut performance.  Kim Schraf (Crestfall and Frozen at Studio Theatre, Measure for Pleasure at Woolly Mammoth, Redshirts and A Prayer for Owen Meany at Round House Theatre), who was last seen at Theater J in Hannah & Martin and Love and Yearning in the Not-For-Profits, will play the patrician, controlling Hindi. Carla Briscoe, who was seen in The Last Seder at Theater J as well as many Off- and Off-Off-Broadway productions in New York, plays Chedva, the wife of an esteemed but abusive politician, and her silent daughter will be played by fifteen-year-old Rachel Olivia Condliffe from the Baltimore School for the Arts. 
Israeli Scenic Designer Kinereth Kirsch returns to Theater J, having designed Pangs of the Messiah here in 2007. She is a two-time recipient of the scholarship from the American-Israel Cultural Foundation and won Israel’s top theater award for her design of Mikveh at Beit Lessin Theatre and for her design of Black Box at Habima Theatre. Lighting Designer Dan Covey (Helen Hayes Award for The Tempest at Folger Theatre in addition to eleven other nominations, Hannah & Martin, Sholom Aleichem: Laughter Through Tears and The Seagull on 16th Street at Theater J) is the sole male member of the creative team. Sound Designer Veronica Vorel was thrice nominated for the Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Sound Design this year for her work on Arcadia at Folger Theatre, Fever/Dream at Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company and Black Pearl Sings at Ford’s Theatre. Costume Designer Debra Sivigny, a resident designer at Rorschach Theatre, returns to Theater J to work with Director Serotsky, having designed The Rise and Fall of Annie Hall at Theater J last year. 
 This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Embassy of Israel.
###
Information about the six one-night events comprising the rest of the Voices from a Changing Middle East Festival: Voice of the 
Woman, running May 5 though June 7 is available in a separate press release.
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