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THEATER J ARTISTIC DIRECTOR NAMED ONE OF THE FORWARD’S TOP 50 NEW FACES OF JEWISH LEADERSHIP
        

(Washington, DC) – In its most recent issue that came out November 12, 2009, The Jewish Daily Forward published its annual “Forward 50,”a list of “The New Faces of Leadership” in the American Jewish community. Started 15 years ago, The Forward began publishing this list when the founder of the English edition Forward Seth Lipsky went in search “of the men and women who are leading the American Jewish community into the 21st century.” The original list published in 1994 mostly contained were well-known stalwarts of the Jewish establishment, players in New York and Washington who were powerful benefactors. This year the list has shifted dramatically from that first list, now including the rabbi of the largest gay and lesbian synagogue, a right-leaning activist with grass-roots appeal and a number of artists and culture makers, illustrating that culture and entertainment are exercising a growing influence on American Jewish life. 

Theater J Artistic Director Ari Roth was among the seven leaders named in the Media & Culture category, along with New York Times columnist Roger Cohen; novelist Dara Horn, writer Adam Kirsch, fiction writer Sana Krasikov, columnist Lenore Skenazy with novelist Ayelet Waldman, and filmmaker Steven Spielberg. Described as “ebullient,” The Forward praises Roth for the risk he took in presenting a reading of Caryl Churchill’s controversial short play Seven Jewish Children: A Play for Gaza in the spring of 2009. “After 12 years at Theater J, during which time he consolidated and expanded its quality, reach and repertoire, Roth, 48, is still willing to go out on a limb.” This reading continued a thread of on-going programming that takes a thought-provoking look at Israel and its role in the Middle East, including “Motti Lerner’s Pangs of the Messiah, about the Israeli settlements, and Hillel Mittelpunkt’s The Accident, about Israel’s hypocritical intelligentsia.” Roth says “I don’t program to offend the Jewish community, but to be in dialogue on issues that are extremely important.”

The top five people most influential people this year are also all new to the list: Jerry Silverman a businessman-turned-communal leader; Michael Oren, Israel’s ambassador to the United States and a best-selling author; Sara Hurwitz, a breakthrough female Orthodox leader; and Joel and Ethan Coen, two iconoclastic filmmakers. Other noteables on the list from categories of Activism, Community, Politics, Religon Scandal and Sports included Jeremy Ben-Ami, Director of J Street; Shifra Bronznick, founding president of Advancing Women Professionals and the Jewish Community;; two of President Obama’s closest and most influential advisers David Axelrod and Rahm Emanuel; Alysa Stanton, Judaism’s first black female rabbi; the infamous Bernard Madoff; and Olympic gold medalist Jason Lezak who declined to swim in the July 2009 international FINA swimming championships in Rome so he could compete instead at the Maccabiah Games in Israel.
Theater J is proud that Ari Roth’s artistic leadership has been honored and that the theater’s national impact on the Jewish and theatrical community has been recognized. 
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