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theater j celebrates the start of the season with

a series of town hall meetings and Season sneak preview
                                                       
(Washington, DC) – To launch the 2009-2010 year, Theater J presents a series of Town Hall Meetings to open the door for candid conversation about what Theater J means to its audiences, as we discuss past, present and future programming ambitions with audience members and Theater J’s Artistic Director Ari Roth, selected Theater J staff, Council Members and associated artists.  The first Town Hall Meeting will begin with a special Season Sneak-Preview including a sampling of scenes from five of Theater J's upcoming shows.  Following each Town Hall Meeting, there will be opportunity to continue the conversation while mingling over beverages and light refreshments. The Sneak Preview and all discussions are free but to RSVP, which is recommended, visit www.theaterj.org. 

 

On Monday, August 31 at 8:00 pm, Theater J presents its first-ever Season Sneak-Preview featuring scenes from Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers, Itamar Moses' The Four of Us, Winter Miller's In Darfur, Hadar Galron's Mikveh, and David Ives' New Jerusalem: The Interrogation of Baruch De Spinoza... featuring Lucas Beck, Dan Crane, Helen Pafumi, Tonya Beckman Ross and Max Talisman. Following the presentation of scenes (directed by Theater J director of literary and public programs, Shirley Serotsky), the Town Hall Meeting will consider the question "The Upcoming Season: Why These Plays and Why Now?" taking a more in depth look at the overarching themes and ideas running through the plays, how and why the plays were chosen and how they reflect Theater J’s mission.

 

On Thursday, September 10 at 9:30 pm, following the 7:30 performance of Jim Brochu's Zero Hour, a Town Hall Meeting will consider the proposition, "Pushing the Envelope: How Far and To What End?" focusing on the controversial material Theater J has produced in the past, audiences response to that material, and how Theater J can best proceed in producing work that provokes, challenges, and enlightens the community.

 

On Sunday, September 13 at 5:00 pm, following the 3:00 pm performance of Zero Hour, the Town Hall Meeting will address the literal meaning of Theater J and its name in the topic, "What Does the J in Theater J Mean?” delving into Theater J’s identity as it applies to both Jewish and non-Jewish patrons, and what the various expectations and wants from a Jewish theater company might be.

Notes Theater J artistic director Ari Roth, "back in February and March of 2009, we conducted our first extensive mid-season survey and learned a lot about what our audiences seemed to be responding to, both positively and sometimes less than positively.  We think it might be nice to not just have a survey mediate our interaction with our audience -- we'd love to hear more and more about what people want, hope and expect from us.  We've had our share of controversial fare at Theater J over the past year -- from Sandra Bernhard to Caryl Churchill to pot-smoking musical theater composers and Israeli characters who run away from the scene of a crime. We've presented unflinching portraits and reflections of our times, both in America and in the Middle East.  We ask questions about our ethnic and secular identities all the time.  We want to make that soul-searching process a more collective experience to start this most unique season."

For more information about Theater J's 2009-10 season, visiting www.theaterj.org
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